The Sseoking Guns 



For alaost two years a guilty Hixon, aided, abetted, egged-oa, field-narshaUed 
aad pepped up by a staff that shared a Variety of las guilts had fought a rear-guard 
aotioa.He iiad escaped impeaekaeat. He had escaped eueh more, depending on the tine. 

At the beg inn ing, based entirely on the lie that for two years, until this writing, was 
uneXjjosed , he escaped any retribution of any kind. He was re-sleeted by a sensational 
fflargin in popular votes. He won in every state except Maasassachussetts and the Dostrlct 
of Columbia. He did aiuch ebtt«r than his party, from which he had virtually divorced 
Massif, 

In tills exceptional aoconplishrvmt n .de possible only by the abidcation of all 
the institutions we believe protect society he adaed a new word to the language, 
^stonewalling, " It doss not iiavc the connotation school children give the nicknane of 
th» Civil War general who stood aad fought like a stone wall stands and resists. It 
coses from Nixon* a tapes, the aiming giv&a to a combination of dishonesties aad 
dte determination beginning witu lies that were only too often criminal lie, perjury, 
and of which these responsible for these lies, where they wore crlninal, also were 
criminals, having suborned perjury* 

1’ha Hxoa garf couldn't even tell the truth with their lingo for pretending to, 
"hangout.” Would they go "the kuigout route," they woula soi3tetic.es ask each other, for 
all the world as though they dared tell any appreciable part of the truth. In this 
they 3' unit Hake thd protease of telling the truth but letter lies that sounded like 
trtth blended witl a little distorted fact "hang out" and be seen. 

His own tapes show that it was not long before Nixon and company decided it was too late 
to "take the hangout route." is they need the prims** it is a rough equivalent of 
indecent exposure. 
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That his ultimate fall - be resigned August 8 f 1974 - took so long is a condemn*- 
tlos of all ths protections of seoeity for their combined inadequacies and failures 
as it is an endorsement of the one quality in which Nixon could really beast ascSaplish- 
*ent srnd achievement, the black arts snd dishonesties. 

As his entire life was built upon notM.Bg by competence in crookedness and the 
assortment of dishonesties which injected hdU into and enabled him to rise in p. li- 
tical life t so also was his survival in the Presidency entirely attributable to the 
most complete lack of ooBuxiicnoe and scruple over cobs to light about any American, 
political figure. 

The most comprehensible proof of tills is in those very transcripts, cooked 
and crooked as they ware, of his own tapes, ths smallest fraction of which only earn* 
to light. No man has even been as thoroughly self-condurmod. 

ExcojJi as Nixon did in all that is oondomn&ble in a isas and a public figure, 
his two years of unimpeachn^nt would have been sift impossibj <> if he; had not eurrounded 

himself with a collection of the like-«i»dfcd who shared hiss detemUiatlon find because, 

a 

in varying degrees, they became part of his catalogue of crimes and each had the 
xompulsion to stand by him not only in loyalty but froa need, ths need to escape .-jail* 

One of the pervading qualities, other than dishonesty, of this gang he collected 
is that without notable exception they all believed in an authoritarian ucoedty with 
his their substitute for and equivalent of dor fuehrer. It was more than the equivalent 
of a monarchy. It was much closer to an American variant of fascism, as much as law, 
practise and the limited resistance they act permitted. Congress would enact laws and 
Nixon and Ids gang would violate then with impunity. For each illegality lie had a high- 
hlown description that converted it into wiiat his following could consider principle. 
%ney would be voted for the needs of the poor and. ha would not permit it to be spent 
in the interest of the economy while he personally riadsd the Treasury aa it had never 
bexora been done. Me spent sore la needless trabel, as though to escape the ghosts he 
saw in the White House, than it would have cost to build many smhoola, schools that 
were not built. He demanded and got new airpanes and helicopters for which there was 
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so seed# lot even. to escape the ghosts of presidents post did he need this aviation. 

It was tier® indulgence of authoritarian whim. He was a dictator and anything he wanted 
was hie rco rely because he was a dictator. 

i’he tapes revala that he and Ms gan* referred to Me not as the President but 
in terras of the institution, the Presidency. 2hls sick maa, this crook, this jggktj^tp 
bankruyter of a wealthy land, this incompetent who presided over disasters that will 
linger for years, this man whose only accomplishments are the direct result of Mg 
stopping making what was possible impossible, became in his aind and in 
the siadsof the felons of greater or lesser felonrty with whom he surrounded hinself 
the symbol of the national heritage and it is by this concept that he soar, they were 
able to avoid facing the evil they initiated, perpetuated and s har ed. 

It was all SO sick, so authoritarian, so anti-America*. And costly far into 
th© future, if not in perpetuity. 

It wa3 possible cause even the brave were eowards, because all the protective 
mechanisms failed. 

When in the md he fell - still unlfipeached - it was his own doing, the 
inevitable consequence of his own erinin&IitVp his own lies, Ma own lack of real 
competence. 

His won insecurity, too. Were hehot a man who could never bring hinself to let 
himself recognize that ho could err, were he not the creature of this sickness of the 
Mad that demanded of Mu that he constantly assure himself tlsat he really was 
something, he hud an alternative and he night well have pulled it off. 

But he was insecure, fcs did fear, and he did not dare take the risk all measures, 
aU polls, told Mb war, a safe risk. *f he had told any acceptable but severely limited 
part of the truth to begin ith he could have gotten away with it, 

Ifhe had tkane taken the "hangout route** and made slight confessions with 
regret he could have gotten away with it. “stonewalled" and in the end he was up 
against that wall. 

It took a long time, JSany factors and people contributed to it. She trigger, the 
single adt of person of moat consequence in it may never be identified. Itmay be 
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that is ftoCord had sot cose to believe hi a owe lawyer was screwing hie and of a 

plot to bl&nchis beloved ^.Xa for Nixon* s crimes McCord would not heve written the 
letter to Judge iij.rica that was a hole in iiixoa'a stone ’./all* ^t is oven w-orr- probable 
that if i-ison wars not tho cannibal ho and his closer advisers were and baa ettdecided 
to sacrifice John Beag thaw might have been a different end. John Bean told ». story 
that was truthful if incomplete and did hold up end did Unit the ability oe political 
cowards to b< a as cowardly as they had been. 

The imoy here is that the earlier Nixon had condemned the earlier ^publicans 
as cannibals for co .suraing th^iaoolres when they got nought in fcor* minor crookedness, 
the wtty scandals of the Bisuehower administrations » those fancy coats and paid-for 
hotel rooms. let he did it himself, for all the jorld as though he expected the nan he 
had been f r^-aing from the very first to go quietly and contentedly to the slaughter. 

It is only when Bean had bo alternative, facing sal ughter or confession, that he started 
that marathon eonfession/axposure that, little as it acccsapliohsd end little new that 
it brought to light, gave the Senate Matargate eoandttee not .alternative, aither. It 
had to explore those of Bean's chargea that had been leaked already, those he made 
to it. As we have senn, this was far from all he could have said. Other Senate and 
House committees suppressed other of his not unwilling confessions. 

This strange sickness, the need to feel; that he was somebody and that the whole 
world was wrong while he was right - ttuit he was beset only by enemies - and a coneimuag 
fr»©d ara wiaa* in the end did iiixon &M& 

There is this Aieriforn monarchical view of the president, whomever ho say be, 
that keeps the press from calling hi* a crook if he is a crook Find never remembers its 
own exposure of Ms crookedness when th« people vote. Nixon hat? a olear public record 
of dishonesty with money, had it all his Ufa, and it figured not at all in all the 
exposures ofl The Watergate. H* robbed the Treasury regularly. *c violated the law to 
keep the gifts that belonged to the nation that were given to him and his family only 
be cause he was President. Maxine Cheshire in The Washington Post of September 22 and 23 , 
1874, had two lengthy and. detailed exposures enpkasisiag the treasure ia jewels alone 
that evanafter he was forced out Nixon was trying to steal, with the suppdrt of his own 
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appointees still in office who wtosted interpretations of the law so ouch that 
th.. General Services j‘aiiaiBi.stre.tor, Hugh Scott* e gift to the public service, ruled 
that even idle list of what Nixon was trying to heist was Mixon’s personal property! 

His greed ruined Mixon whore the forces of honesty and decency lacked the courage. 
There never was say reel investigation* Huch of what could not bo avoided was 
suppressed, bith mn own experience, this extended even to court records, public evidence, 
what the law calls “public information, n Those who flight have had the courage and gave 
ample indication of it, were foiled off to begin with. The .House Banking and Currency 
Corrdttee Was frustrated by Nixott operations, as confessions and evidence before th® 
Senate Watergate j^orffidttew proved* Until there could bn a 0btit»jcn±w*k±« Sonata decision 
on a special investif’ation. Senator Edward H, (Teddy) Kennedy and his adjeifii s trati vs 
practises aubaoEra tt e« , Bdtzihe. limited by a small staff and no special appropriation, 
did keep a small investigation going, a swoad. over Nixon’s head. Sit her or both, had 
the ultimate investigation been theirs, night have doc.® a store thorough job. 

Probably the best job and by far the best exposure wp.g by the House Judiciary 
CoOTittec when it fiiuilly, for all the unwieldiaesa of its 38 members, got around to 
considering Nixon' a impeachment, let it rover conducted any investigation! It had a 
large appropriation, a large staff, it worked hard and well, but all it did was assemble 
and make a case of what had been done by other plus seeling nor® evidence frot* Sixoa, 

And this is where his greed did hiet in, 

When the first special prosecutor had soguht evidence fros Mixon’s stach of it, 
Sixoa fired hia. It was called “The Saturday Sight Kassaere” of October 1S73* The 
strou ■ reaction against it hurt Nikon mightilu, but he survived. After this, however, 
nobody dared not press for tills sane evidence because ha who did sot sacrificed himself, 

i ! 

/ . 

heon SaHoraki, the second special! jorosecutor# a&d th# Boust Judiciary both 

/ 

subpenaed Si thos« of Nixon* a tapes they could prove in court they required in and ■ « * « « 

were entitled to as a natter of law. 

$hy were these tapes around to be subject to subpena? 

Greed, Nixon* $ greed. They were to be hia testimonial to hinsiif, the record ho 
would corrupt and. rewrite into a record of his greatness and sell for millions, 

■) i 



maaus millions in dollar. plus the cohort to th, — < *-• *» “” d 4 ° ** 
umeara^d greatness* 

Aft., this sap«e«iont.d dlsgraca. Bind «B -*«> *"*"« *— * “ ta ’ llt ”“ T 

baser the bidding for storr- for .11 the »orld as though 

mo could honest, or confession f«n hit - at ^.OCO.OCO. «. honors are 

full of this besianins 

Only ™, a « eousinaed Iff M3 °* «»** 

Pother than leave then around to bonce the noose free »Moh ho «ould hang. But not ■»■ 
Bo kept on saline sore tapost *h» nskte ">=>• tkr Merophoaae »ero aotivatea by sounn 
«, they would Mss no single word, and all his conspired.* »«.r the foot, after 

his second -TtKS*y «• ™™ Mac Heuld ho captured on tap.. 

H* he rscoedsod that those Upon hold proof of fdl*. son. of those were orasd. 

Others just diSHyf«J 0 red, 

It nan a,l so omny! Bat so Has Niton, othorvdd all »oald have ho™ diffordt. 
Imagine a Mad so aid it vould preserve the^uq*. "> toT ” 9uote ' 1 ° f 
aiauocule proUon of those tapes that diton. by hh«\.in E *» ** “* U ’ “ 40 

in^X^s-s® th# *nd of 1974- 

Hiton wasn't cron a good crock. Be tried to .W .frothing. Bo didn’t have th. 
^ tt of a cor-HOn street crinraal those *.r,ivel instinct tolls Ms to drop the «H>olc 

whsa it alows hits down, can mean his capture. 

So, inoridnating an tho orookod tv rdons of the tap« Bifn rd..aod “-r. 

nan still .or., and hocus, ho had not destroyed tho. all to begin dth «. then saou^ 
rn^d after the pterions dsapf arsnoos and hh. anetpldcd orasaro. to h. Hint in 

tho House Inpoaohnont inquiry oane to be enUed "the snoking gun.” ‘ h “' , h J^ lu ° 4 ° od b " 
Siton, thoir political futures donanding it. also domndod a “ending **"/«. T~ooC o. 

his eriac. 

His grod and ^pular revulsion and th* Mnlnuu sureival no-da of all othora. 
including tho Buprene Court ho dondnatd by havi^ a,>H.intod fear of ita Mn« noabera. 
.kidnated say altomatif to arpoauro. Hot full «q«.BU«, hut enough. AgM* •» 
as ha had b.an th. end of April, to ^ke the Initial release M«lf to diainoih tho 



8 



then the internal evidence proved crookedness. The release, pro seated as complete, 
was Incomplete, The number of pages of transcript could, not possibly account for the 
elapsed tiro. 

All of The Watergate and all the suffering and all the future suffering are 
an Ataerifom fable of The fizaoer o r*^ Clothes » The touble is that }je si 1 cf societies 
mechanisms for its own protection there was no little hoy to cry "-hiked!" 

Tiie last Nixon ralsnse was indeed a "smoking gun," 

The fiction is that there was no sndking gua until that release; 

*t is fiction, Balse as it can be. The evidence was there all the time. Only 
nobody had the guts to face it. 

There was terror in the land, all those with real influence terrified. The 
fear was of the people, a false and dafaiatory allegntiea that revelation of the truth 
somehow would be beyond the tolerance of th& people. 

It was, oi’ course, noauBene*. Rtther was it the excuse for the fear of those who 
had and failed to us® the pov;®r they require to preserve * dedent and honest society. 
The people wars sot afraid, Thar® was ao nc»d to conceive then as or treat then 
as children. This was the excuse of those whose two years of abdication *ssde two years 
nor® of Nixon and the countless addad years of the national harvesting of throne 
thorns it inevitably mans. 

In 200 years there is no ensrgoncy tc which the people have act risen, none they 
did sot meet. This is the American tradition. Soldiers who fought the Revolution 
ainulianeouoly made they ways hone and planted crop.; so their families Eight survive, 
An^-ricaas then risked hanging for principle, Even wrong wars the people fought. 

There is, in fact, no 'aeople of whoa this could not be true. But there never was 
any reason -to fear the American people could not face the reality cf Rixoa and The 
Watergate e 

This wan; the copout of the abdicated leadership, not of the people. 

And because one of the points this book is intended to nafce is that in time of 
arises it is the national leadership not the people who fail, there is not only no 
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seed to rewrite around the stacking gi », there is the seed to let it bee seen that the 
sacking gun was there all the tine* 



iill that was new was the Inability of national leadership in all its for* to 
ariait it was there* Shis noant, mally, that it was no longer possible to pretend it 
was sot there. It took tbs fon« of adsjitting this Snaking gun had usddfcnly appeared for 
the first tiiae ana lo ! what had to bo done could be done* 

hy own wprk had been consisted to this point when long before the "Broking gun” 
was aonitted X had had to lay it aside* The writing was drafted itittKplidtx 
through the prcceiadiag chapter and the investigation needed had lone since been completed* 
j^zg^^'s'aBsi^zxt<^ai3ag^i^:':<Ekigs^ggi?^ag:»XBSC«SKdaaca:bgtxq>twiMa3iakt»ggd£ga3iagBKigg3afe 
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But I had had to lay it aside for other work, I m and have be** the volunte-: r, unpaid 
investigator for «anso Earl Kay, the untried accused ssunssiB of hr. Martin blither 
King, Jr, Years of effort aucoeeiiid on 'Juno 3* vkeu the SuprsEc Court aitsx unheld 
the order*** of the Jiirch Cirtuit Court of Apyvals, in offset ordering a burring in 
federal district court to dsteraias whether Hay would at long Inst receive a trual. 



And then on June 14 th;- Archivist of the IJ^ited States finally capitulated after 
X had been fighting for a aup^reBsod "TOP SECRET" transf.rr.pt of an executive sessioa 
of the Warren Com^iauloR* This transcript and its nasty secrets shout the son— iaveati— 
C*t±ou of the JFK assassination had to be ’aj&bltehe.d, as fast as possible* So, I begs* 
writing WHITEWASH IV: TOP SECRET JIK AikUSSIRATIOR TBABSCTJPT the day after I received 
this transcript, Juno 15, hot until the mruiug of Septenber 24 was it possible to 
begin, y*rt-tisw conpletioa of the draft of this book, 

% then it appeared to no that one of the easeatialg of tollin* the sordid 
story of The Watergate and how for so long Mixon was able to escape i»pe?.ehsu#nt is 
to sake it clear that this snoidng igua explanation of the end of Wixos’d Presidency 
is a phoney* The evidence was all available* Most of it had bee* published. What was 
not was easily obtained* Ami what X had with ease obtained that had not bees, published 
rsraained unexposed after Nixon's tte fall in unprecedented disgrace* 



i 
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If there is to be -my kind of tr** and rsgrcgentativst 



society its institutions 



must not only work - they mot work in tir&e. 



witli S.ij4 Watergate they did nftt tsgjkt to work until there wc.s ao alternative, 
21 »y a ‘ iVG: ' mMt i3 tine or with efficiency, All the gtotectior.s of society, froa 
th>j ji’obb to tho syetow of justio® and including the )x>liticiar.&, deirdto a few 
•xoaplary i»*rforrwio*9, failed and failed utterly and disastorously, 

Sid tbl i not bee the fact Nixon would not have been uninpeaehad, 

H d he not clung to power fowl comiptod and miwued that mu* r, had he not hold 



all of national life in bail to his survival, there would not havo been the long travail* 
f fhe di gusto >■ to the econoay r iai ig d is but one of the unavoidable eootis* 

Thg loss visible, insidious influence on political Ufc is a terrible cost. 



Co the people havo cause to Intro faith is the political systens? 

Does s;ho political record in The Watergate justify faith in the political sustea? 
bheu an Attorney General <san coariit serious crimes and escape any punishment— 
when he is in fact praised for his cutover si ve felonies by a federal jusga - can there 
be •any reason for popular trust in the workings of what is called justice? 

Whoni the adsiaiatration of justice is contorted to protect the worst criminality 
la the nation's history - and tills Wat© t-nte subversion of all of national hife is the 



worst of possible ori«*> because it cut the roots of national life - ia there act 
avplo r*tteon not to trust cither the adainiutratioB of j Untie* or the goroniEont of 
which it is part? 

Is there reason to trust the proas when it refuse g to print what is not leaked 
toy oao with his own skin protested toy hiss leaking? 

When the press honors itself for invostiipittng while refusing to investigate? 
Shsse am only none of the grin realities that are going to irnve to be confronted 
if we are to have a society boaring any resemblance to the one we thought we had. 

If those realities are not faced and if there is no refer*, therr will bo Eero 

of the creeping author! tarianisa of which The Watergate is tout part, 

4 „, „ ^ , , L . instead of rewriting 

And so, at show that the anoklng gun was thers all the tin©. 



around the national f lotion of the seeking sue, I show that it ma tfeer** all the time, 
that one man. uiuUr eonaddorahls iiandeipg uqs able to prove it „•»© the-"r g-.ll the tine, 
and that all that was new is- a little acre ar^oke, 

kixon's release ofAugust b» 1 97 4 waa no More than #i lijht shining on thu aisoke 

that idlers ail t life t.uivj^ 

utloftti. d^wuJLX fi uat tacts Extra £T§5LC<& 

Before coii:;IcerxKi^ tfce axuct l&ttgOf*£fc of the relapsed 23 tapes and thi% 

they hold that still abulia wans sever i^ejiortcd by the flavor ttfkULa, back ~ 

uJ'^4- 

Barlier tayea had been destroyed or later were olt draed not to exist, 

Nixon was not out of contact with the world outside Key Bincayr.e be sinning 
whoa those arrests wore aada and prior to his return to Washington late on the 
second (lay thereafter, *-uao 19* 

Hor was Hixoa unaware of what bis release of this# tapes, with others to 
follow at the court’s order, would do to those with whoc he had boon asooeiatsd. 

Or what it would require of each: defending hisself or disclosing the incriminating 
tnutho about ilixon himtself* 

Whan Saixoft had reluctantly let Haldenan and k’hrli c hcian resign the end ol' 

April, 1973, he knew then both to be felons who had coeritted their felonies in bis 
interest* Yet he praised then as the two bent public servants over* Why should a 
President so commit hi»s>slf » out himself for sin and against motherhood, the cardinal 
political blunder, when las knew there we’-e felons and had to know that in time their 
guilt would cone out? 

Comsoxi- 3 «iasa analysis, not fact, provides the answer* he was wart of their felonies* 
They were all in it together and. they sank or swa* together. They had hla by the throat. 

This is the situation and the problem Nixon atver escaped* 

\ 

\ 

Only two nonths after Balderas and Bhrlichman left, the conservative columnists 
Svens and Hovak (post 7/6/73) reported the resultant problem® 

"Trying to chart President Niton’s strategy for surviving Watergate, his advisers 
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a v confront ing this tomasting how cm he disengage foraer lieut«&*nt9 

H*R.iald*:aau und John EtoHchsna* without dangerously antagonizing then? 

'ibis t'as prior to Join iiitohsll’a Wsti^riDuy before the Sraate Watergate corriite#* 

Thsrii was less y orry about chat Hitrihell would Bay, und ho perjured Mcr.alf to defend 

his old frintsd and i'oruor partner* Ui.'.un* 

"(hie close hixen ot!.vi;«f-r gives tide njrsraieul of the situation* there is no way 

Baldwin and Ehriieliaoja...caa avoid indictment. The President, therefor®, dare not tie 
his defense to theirs* But aeithtsr dare he blase then for the scandal for foar of a 
murderous Oackl .sh frwi then* Ho must continue to target John B. bean IXX as the co v«n- 



up ooaajdritor* 

The sieaQramduia j&wu tha So>«ate * week ago by White house counsel Ered Buahardt 
clearly violets that ctrotejy by yredioating the President’s innocence on the Hald«— 
■afi-BhrliciiK^Ji defense* •• 

But a "knowledgeable Nison aid©” told the eoluanists tliat Deer. Vver did anything 
without orders from Haldsraan sad Ehrlictawm*” 

luzhardt* s »e«o was m attack on Bean’s testimony* 

The column ooses a close to impossible situation to be con tended with* There 
was ao way of awp&rsting Nixon jBGtsSitixfroEi A sldemea and Ihrliohreaw. and no way of 
of separating Dean from that pair, either* 

Once Kixon opt* -d "the coveivup road” and. the stonewalling it required rather 
than the limited "hang out" anyone but a fear-ridden paranoid of nay political experience 
would have taken, tliio was his problem that could in the rnd have j&o solution Ediort of 
disaster* 

But "to target on Bess” guaranteed Bean would so to Jail a villain or would have 
transcripts 

to fight back* The tapes show the sunning of the Nixon^aidfch&n*®irliohfaaK trio la 
plotting the ease against B§aa, What they do not show io how a aawy nan like Doan did 
not realise trm his first wrongful set, which was his first act on returning to daohiagtc* 
duties Juno \ 0 t 1 S 72 , mado him the inevitable patsy for the pair J*s should have understood 
to bo without scruple/ One of the systorias is why Beam, loyalist or act* did not tumble 
to the inevitability of his having to pay for the criaaw he know ha was committing* 



&onpar*?d to others, B t ;an is heroic in The Watergate for his detailed and accurate 
eonf ©salons* But compered to what he could have exposed, his mrathon perforsaacs 
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before the Watergate ooraaitte* wasloss of as exposure tha* it could have been, We have 



seen some illustration** La Beau* a defense there is the fact that witnesses do wot 

this oowilttee’s 

te^tifgt o^w hat they know it unwanted* !Phe record of ±kn spectacular, popular ^nd 
important/ despite it a defects that meant it, too, was covering up, is clears there is 
much to chose aot to go into* If it elected aot to air what -^enn had testified to 
about the CIA, -hi «w* Q t he faulted for that. 

/ With all he sda* reaembared in elaborate detail that was rarely i» error, Neaa 

did not testify to what Hunt’s later testimony should have raadadod him of if, indeed, 



as seoeo iiitprobablo, ht* forgot it* 

It is possible to interpret Beanes testimony ss an effort to save himself while 
at the same time iaerirdnating Nison as little an possible, focusing inotesu on those 
around Nixon, those xhH froa whom it turned out Nison could aot be separated from. 

Hunt claimed in court when he apner,lad s<ad before fha Watergate aocmittef- that 



evidence consisting of two notebooks that he needed for his defense wtw not returned 
to him froE?, his White House files. From Hunt’s ov?n description of the contents of those 



notebook, tho names end addresses of those with whom he worked, the only to which 
they eould bo put was inerifanatinf: others and laying out in greater dcte.il what he tevd 
done for Nixon* Jr, incriminating Nixon* 

What happened to these notebooks was s. mystery until November 5, 1373 , witsii 
Vatergnta assistant prosecutor Richard Hem Veniste told this story to Judge Sirica* 

Pemi tets said he out those notebooks through the pr.**v shredded the day tea 
supervised the emptying on Hunt’s safe* olai ning to they contained iai'eanttation 

about the NHsberg break-in, then still unexposod. (Post 1 1/6/73) 

Nut Dean has also testified in public to turning everythin** over, those secrete 
to Gray and the rest to FBI agents* 

I’ll© Friday before this “cmd&y admission to Sirica Bean finally toidi the 
prosecution sto xten t kf xteaobdaix a story he ted denied only two south" surlier, that 
these Hunt notebooks had existed* (Post 11/6/73) Instead he said he “found" then in 
J a n ua ry 1973 la a i older holding information about Nixon’s tax and estate matters* 
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A Shit® House spokesnaa told the Post "The President did not kaew that the 
notebooks? were In tho estate file," Ben Vcniate "told Sirica that whils H ean had aot 
admitted * , Bdsfillsg M this Hunt svidene#, "it is fair to astute he put thm there." (Poet 11/6/73) 
This is intended t& show that dessparate as Nixon* $ lying a.?oears to have beea 
in looking backward and that while he had to have known the total dishonesty of his 
course once h© taok the cover— uv trial and stonewalled , Nixon also iaasw that ho wag 
feeing covered fey othors to the degree thoir owa situations ^emitted. He was not utterly 
and completely irrational* Ha know the whole truth had not b*-3» told, ho knew the *mt 
bribing had worked, he knew significant secrets were facing kept by those who appeared 
to be oaafeRving all* 

expecting 

There is case after case of this. Without/ it hirer Right well not havo darsid 

lie froii tht* first* The authoritarian Mixon depended upon his Bubord±&ate authori tarians. 

Another instance since forgotten and so little regarded by Th e lic-w fork Tinea 

that it buried the story on pags 13 (fl/ 3/73) is another exposure 0s>an could have r»d®. , * 

P( U-4 Sy-r’t 

It was adduced fron one of hi a little known assistants, Hoy JJiasey, .U ths civrf.1 nttit Ll'V^Uc^ 

,frbprt^.L jU}J> tyJjfr, ii\ kin{ fa**\ H ttyuti/ M ?i*f 

rfion2nSTlfeus&^^ Aiasay'q deposition w&a filed ia court Au/pist 2, 1973. It 

hare has Importance not only because it is evidence that *11 was still not bunging out 

but because of wnat it p.dds to what is Juiown of the M ed of 

Colson 

operation ’m really ran for Nixon, one of the reasons thsr® was the aiotrust of Colson 
vhon ho was not with Nixon and the others and oxplsjaatirai of what will hr ne*n in ikat 
those ^une 23 transcripts. 

The domestic spying and dirty^workn Colson operatiosa extended even to Jinving 
other aenbers of the White House staff ask IRis #for the nanas of contributors to the 
National Council of Senior Citisans." Hvsn the old foidcs joined together to help thenselves 
ia their years of need west; not safe from Nixon if h© or Colson saw any way of leaning 
on then of tho»* who helped then. Colson* a explanation was "thin outfit is giving us 
trouble." eliafc he ^,.aot by "trojthie" is asK±ng , *f©r higher Social Security benefits, 
national health insurance and other legislation for the elderly. "(llfTisee 3/3/73) 

This was subversion to Nixon? This nude old folks and tho^e who helped then his 



"®nenies? :! 
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Another was ^oleoa 1 g pressuring of Cobbom Cause, tJw well-known eitinena' groups seeking 

means of effecting honest olectiofiS. 

Ki?4s®y swore to four such Colson oraeru./ik also swore that Colson had asked tt 

daKxfcnakRiHX inquiry Into the reasons for "an apparent delay in granting of tee 
tas-esipt except statue to a California Rspubiican group." 

(ratting ta**®s»apt status for Sspiblieaa polities! groups while ae«?lng to it that 
the legitimcte tax~9Xer.pt statue essential to the survival of public groups was denied 
was another of (*oison*s political functions for Nixon. 

1’oyiag with IKS aad bludjjioalajr it : rxtu forbidden ac.tr is snother sot of crises. 

£ 

ISS lid reload. t?hlle there veto no contributions in excess of $5,000 to the 
old— folks 9 council, the only ossa required to ho reported, the IBS* W aaswc-riag mm 
to i-i r. Colson*. .gave figures on tha overall -all ineoaiu and expenditures for the ecus oil, 
the only figures j,.vsi.lable. "(NYOincs 8/3/73) 

All we have been ooaslde 1 ri»g because it is the essential content of the 
■feranwoilvts iiixoa releaced the end of April ana of those of Juno 23 that follow relates 
to the breaic-in itself, to *\mt aad bribing him a«d t'm bribery he thaa undertook for 
Nixon, to the Cubans sad related natters, However, it ioycrtaat not to be led to 
believe that these arc tlie only crimes, the only i&peachabla ofi'emaas* tii® only acta 
aad dadoed for which Nixon coulu have beau impeached or 'that he had to suppress to 
remain miinpfcaohad, * / 

Tha coisplexity of the political aad criminal operations is eaornous* If all 
cannot bo held in Hind,, that they are not aa limited as the "sacking gun*' fatal 
shot tends to p^rsmds need be kept in mind. i'here is virtually no aspect of ^ovam- 
a nt not tainted, corrupted or suiiwr'Ced in illicit 1 e poii.tical interest as he and hie 
honchos saw this interest anti Virtually nothing ho and xliay would not do, whether or 
not parjmoid wad without need, if tlioy onroeivad any need, in their common effort to 

F \ 

keep bin in office ana to reorder society »s they wanted it reordered. 

these 

ihr stark and irrefutable content of inix fatal-shot dune 23 transcripts tend 
to obscure all else* ‘They appear to be incredible, to record the impossible, but they 
are only too real and too tragle, 1‘hey do require analysis because when they were 
reported aueh of -chair Meaning was not reported* So bef or® getting to them other 
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explanations ea« V? fecl&fsslo 

Nixon released then only because one® again this potentially suicidal sot was 
the least dangerous of hie altoivuitivsB. After he released than It becane .JaiAwn that 
h© espied the special prosecutor to haV» the* and the rest of the ineriaS anting 
evidence ha did not release Sa within three weeks. (Ky«iiB-Nd"mk solus* . Pont 9/7/74) 
HaklBg the rLease feteself permitted hla to ntik« gone exwXmuitlsa, to pl&y for a break; 
t© sake his cowfessioB and hia crininnlity seen® to fee sto little cf a oo«f«;s»icaj and 
other than erxrklsel. If tfca attempt felled, tl:« choice van betwwm ujd&n*; the unset-: 
unsuccessful of fort and running & greater 5rf.uk* This had beea deliberated the previous 
weekend when Mixon and a few advisers hid. theee elves at Cenp David* 

She House Judiciary Comitte*> feed voted to inpeaeb Nixon. Its deliberations ted 

I 

bean telecast. They were ittpraesive. The efforts aads by the niiiority of pro-NihOn 
Epublioana had tees futile* «w*' disputatious rather than factual. #& d except for their 
appeal to the Mixoa hardcore* had aetueliy helped convince the people *v*n wore- of the 
lapossibi lity of Nixon innocence. 

Tiis popular reaction to these public debates nothing likt which had sv-ar been 

telecast before was itself dose to fetal to Nixon. There was little doubt that the 

full House would 5 acte ngrae with its ooratdtoo md vote to iepa&ch. -'But thore would 

first bo debates in tho House chanter. After those added delibaratioao there would be 
would 

the vote that sJtrwiy natt tews been. * bill of ladle twont tha Houc« »-at to tlw S-uests* 
whera the trial would be held. I&teilwws««ncalw6^xvxjDfcw-i?^rtsrtxtiis3diwio;ft>.i&it*^xsiiEX 
Vihat little doubt them was that th« house- would not Trots- to i*j;oaeh, that Mixon 
would be che sfccoao ibxsldenfc it over voted to inyrash end the first aouvicted by the 
Senate* would have ended forever if the content of those ‘’une 25 tapes a3.oao — not the 
other eersaia incriminating evidence but those so ccnjietely corprctensiblo and beyond 
explanirdni,’ away » would be over if any word of their content leaked out vrio. 1 to or 
coined iu cine with ih* house vote. 

I'uiti aloiso required Hizon to t«k» his lust great ctew, to try to put the beat 
possible face oh the v^Unmw of hia Presidency wad Urn hio Sbters&tij^k, whiob is to say 

his erin iaai and subversive aots Q \ 
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is What he had dc&e v/ith hio la|*4|9l2 transcripts release, It had not 
b*es fatal, aW - r to sderesa’esMct thoir aoste.it, mid to away with 

i!»for two days 8? »®*s «>*orR«o by a stat*wnt sad 

jf 

ttw delaying the actual rulsae* of th'? actual^ tnsiscrlpta, 

2Ms tie®, however, the Supreme Court had ruled, Ho Juat5.ce sided with Nixon. 
Had. he tfsaafei dared defy the Supresse Court after the Judiciary eosrrittoe voted 
to inpoach, the votr of -the fldi Itouoe snd of tfeo Senate to convict would hava been 
inevitable and ovarirhalraintj. 

Uowovor, thio dosjuante attempt to stos ais iaaaakrafcd^KX&KK 

•etteadea” ot th« iiipeardanafit pass was uoteatially suicidal because of uorr tha* the 

diseloouros about Hixoit’s guilt. It seriously joopju’diatd others, especially there 

alrxrid iraSiotvA* Of these aaav, lot us tut© *, few illustrations froa the 

and obstructing justice only* 

Haldeimi record and the charge of perjury/ hot till. Just a. few, ana those not fror the 
oowsdtter.s 1 a sSLa&U n*ns story, 

ac aaa&fefcw alssstranscri y 1 0 but * ; ror;/ nsoiajift^HrjiE 
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There wars taped converse tioan and othar taped records rrior to June S3. They vers 
destroyed* they just **dia»;*rae«r*d H or they were alleged not to hav* existed at «U. The 
fiaotracti an of tbo'j® 18 .-a.i a luflf s ■ ^T- ■ of Klx&ii’fl first »rr tinj; vith 

Ualdsaan tJw of Jun* 30,11172, which wr.s the fimi ii;** kaXd&'-’su could h?;w* 

s*ade <i fall report on what tins PIE r.ri by then X*rdsse<:» fruu the Gray wwo of thw day 
Wfors, m<j eertiflrrl lay th«t 80 urt*s vxsarts to have ben* felil)e?Rt#, »s we have see*. 

Why destroy tb* June 20 tape ar.d leave iacrlninatlse oviduHse of it and wot destroy ibai 
h£ thotsfe of June 23? Tb* obvious .raarj-.r is that the- sarliar tape wa» «v-«a «or>» inariiitssttsi* 
Cvly those tawUling to raeoiaiae whet la the essentia! in any gowniMuiLt could 
yretwed wov doubt that bixon Wsje inferred of nil there was to know aa scoria® any of bis 

* i 

subordinates obtained teoB)«dm» This is the way we twgan, with the obvious. that Him 
had to hflvo known all there was to know fron thw very first bssauas of hie own knowledge 
and because all governments fcnctiOR that way, She head of state has to lcio ,f what he 
aust know. He hi- a to wiu.- or euthorirw the crucial dnstsfass and no adviser no natter how 
close can j<wk» p«y iadepeatUmt decision when the head of state himself is endangered, by it. 



It is not lommsonable to awnum® tliwt in those earlier sonvorsations* reactions and 

sorments and oxsletivas delated were lossu reutreined, lsore opMb sore guilty «nn less 

subject to twisting in social interpretations* A listing: of ik^se that ar known when 

wo emiu iho Jena 23 tapes that followed tli&n w ill & ak« much clsav. 

eUK earlier A 

‘Ike Juno Z) tapes release eresoated jeopardy to others and tended to make him's 

A 

guilt or guilty Involvement in. than »ore certain. A brief review of ‘ the history of the 
destruction of ti»*t part of the tap® of the first Hixoa-4&Xd<ra&& meeting after ^Idsnaa 
had a copy of the Grey recounting of what the IBI had already let mad sinews liiis. It 
also usderocores=i the na&itudu of the content of the li ua*s 23 tai*s and of the lying and 
perjuries about tb*ww 
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on 6/20, 23 tapes 




Whan Nixon, by than having no real i&teriiativc, delivered th* June 23,1972 tape in 
©eufemdty with the order of the Suprras Court aik\ it was fo^m all this iucrird- 

nating avid net, there vara rsnowea conjecture over tha-^tnwjticr. ©f \<> aw. y 

s of hi: 'uno 20, 1 72 tape, Jack todga-dSn (Port 8/\?fu) quoted f, :jx£o$n dace 
to the pr©3< cation" as wondering u.hy'7i^^xxmiidy«ciUBi thv ewiaart^r the June 20 tap© 
and the disappearance ©f..alT else relevant and m% that ctf^uns 23 %heu it was ao 
incriminating? 

Answerldg this question requires ^Bo^arts* First, who ootOat h«v^ haii^.- and 



get rid of tiws« June 20 words and them why. 



Hison took the June 20 tape to Camp David with hira an S^tmber 29, 1973. ( Pest 8/12/74) 



Stave Dull obtained theMhar 5000 tape recorder for Nixon's personal eecretaiy, ftosn 
Haxy Woods , on the second day therorftoi*, October 1* She eraauir uas an this rssehin©,, 
aoeordins to the court's espofts* iPoat 8/12/74) Three people only had access to this 
tape, Nixon, Bull :uvd v/©ods* Assuming that there was not earlier erasure naakei by 
til® repeated dtacted erasures V this IJher 5000, whe could have had access to the 



office and the mahiiwj of the President's long-ties confidential aocr^tary plus irr.w- 

fht j h*irt~'j fh<± _ 

ledge of tha content 6f J *w taps plus access to it plus ag aian i ! g v teyl^r , ’ , rinf! jfe-Tj ' 



awareness of the need for this incrtolnatiny content to disappear plan th v; l lindens 
t© risk jell for it plus m strong a desire for it to disappear? 

Originally Hiss Weeds told tho court she night have eradicated fir* Minutes at root 
af this tape by accident, in m inposslblo exorcise that bccaa® known as "Esso lory's 
stretch," It required that she roach far to answer the phono and for all five rinutos 
of that conversation contort her body to keep her fort on the pedal control any ks .p 
the machine running for no good r asen and in. the "roccrd" tsaic at that* loyalty tpt 
not reasonableness, She denied under oath erasing till of it in those preen -dings b .for© 
Judge Sirica* Shis leaves Bull and Nixon only. 



fhey alone could answer and. neither did. 



55i® distinction is without waning, If Bull did it it could not bo for selfish reasons 
and it cannot bs conceived that he would engage in anything lifer* this on his own* 



2 hor j is but one rmn who }*ns lixTitlosa access t© all tfc® Shite Ileus® day or night, 
ths janesideut* 



And tin mu nan who ebov® all had reason to want what he hah siad, adaxswloigod, heard 
op just blurted out on h^nring what the i'&i had lellnot^Khoftt She WAtargate and those 
involved is Elchapd Nixon - if for no ether reason because of hit prior relationship 



with hunt an twice through Cushnan with hunt, at the tin: of the Bay of Bigs and when 
c'usiiwmt was Itepalgr hxrector of th« C2A and ifljnt was chief' of Nixon's personal geatapo, 
i‘he nominti as.' Buno 20* th> timu of tida erased tape, coincides idth the first 
pfSoibi- icporiitig t© Nixon ex what th» /NX iac air r/v hr aa afc learned, a 3 thu entirely 
ignores Gray report to Haltienan yentainev it. Shis «i«'. include Hunt and his ^uoans, 
a link to th« erLsa and to thw co.wien post* 



By lot© 1 destroying tjiese tapes whelesale was guarantee ef inp.achrjent if net 

fHt+ 

jail, ihe rest that could bo dared is elastrouction of the -ost incriminating 

A A 

because tints initial tape was witiieut reasonable doubt the nest incrioinating, 
because Nixon ana "aldonan ooul&i not havi; boon uithsut reaction to the danger per od by 
what the i'' 3 I had already Jwarnec one its forecast of what inevitably would fol m, 
nettling could be saoro inoGukSitfiting# 

At that non nit Nixon nnu ewry reason to his tapes would n ver become known* 

Otherwise he'd have onaed the taping and dcstreyed ail the tapes that could Incriminate* 
Oncxs thojr existence was known, any destruction was criminal. Bq tract! or. hr. to be 
U n ite* . to the :test essential uvidcuee, $hla naans that daaa^ng as was the taps of 
Jme 25 - enou'jh to force Mis out after aere than tea yearn of unirip achn-.nt - in 
Nixon's eviii aval nation the «uno 20 tape >zac evtin rora dane^ng to hist. 
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Were oua cq read of these facta a novel 1 h wliich they wore not pretended to 
he realities, prior to tha Presidency of His hard lixaxn Nixon it would be regarded as 
bo inpoa^ib.l-i and thw novol u.s some oom#re>ialirsus.s of junk* 



JLhia is not i retioa, not a novel, and i* rs th^ nakod truth about Nixos at.»i Ma 
Presidency e P^A&iiiey ix of the a»ei«ar ago in which he slcac W bin finder on 

oar buttoiie 

It also seT^s unreal that twua of bids could la- lasyiia without hi;* ta?ws. 

Ocr tfcir have bumr*. portable? 



oan tile nsid sli. those Senate, »*nb 'kusfs corx A ttswr It&vs hues dcin^,’ 5 ; ’^y 
bone* fids, investigation without learning ox a sabotanuisi aaiouat of this ii‘ not all? 
'l^is available evidence saya that rurat; did Item any ether way* 

Hov ver, it just is not possible that the avunted FIX did not learn enough, 
without the tapes* 



jkOt no word, of this feint! ox knowledge was aver l^&kted, desjc.te the large nts&ber 
of agents involved/ in the investi^ntioB ana the larger hugbor of sources available to 

them* 



ho wax'd 01 anythin# like this was 3Ui>u ia any of the wisuiy court ■iyroceethjags* 

Ho einglu inoictHont of the very easy handed down prior to the release of the 
J «*° 23 tapes includes any oh&ry’p based on any evidence like what it holds* 

single Conercsswar. of Senator «ru® a chars* reflecting any knowledge, 
bowena ox ?oopl® if not huhjJreds had sc®e Joiwoledge, John bean, told Nixon that 

his own offices »«ra full of people with kno vice gp of the blackaall ueyn'ints alone* 

1 

^«n they have not know of other "wiaking guns' 1 - other official crialnality - or of the 
speed with which Nixon was told all he- did not know on his own that he had to be told 
ianediately? 

Prow telephone orators to Secret Service ag-ata to staff pmpl« tlier* hr,s to 
have b .*?» SOJift 'Witil SOiBS lOiOVl 1 *£ * 



Their loyalty was to Nixon the on not the country. Tfcdr silence kept igm 

uaiHpeaehod, l f.JJ fart) jdfa± 1 ^ ^ ' 

But it wrecked the country/ " 1 fay ktfaL ) 







